
Repotting: Repot your Surinam Cherry very two 

years in early to mid-spring. Bottom heat will en-

courage root growth. Use a basic bonsai soil, or an 

acid mix like azalea soil. The Surinam cherry grows 

in almost any type of soil–sand, sandy loam, stiff 

clay, soft limestone–and can even stand waterlog-

ging for a time. The Surinam Cherry will withstand 

vigorous root pruning.  

Design and Styling: It is suitable for all styles, which 

allows for creativity and individuality to shine.  
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“Live as if you were to die tomorrow. Learn as if 

you were to live forever.” 

—Mahatma Gandhi— 
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(Most of the included information is obtained from several 

online sources.) 



eral types of cancer and other diseases giving this 

bonsai functionality as well as visual appeal.  

CARE 

Temperature: The Surinam Cherry can be success-

fully grown indoors as well. In summer, Eugenia 

likes the heat, while it prefers winter temperatures 

between 46°-68°F. It needs to be indoors in winter 

temps drop below 30°F. Young plants are damaged 

by temperatures below 28º F (-2.22º C), but well-

established plants have suffered only superficial 

injury at 22º F (-5.56º C).  Eugenia does not like 

draughts or a lot of variation in temperature and 

will drop its leaves under such conditions.  

Lighting: Place your Surinam Cherry in Full sun to 

part shade. This Bonsai appreciates a bright posi-

tion, but can tolerate lower light conditions if nec-

essary. If placed outdoors in summer, it can usually 

tolerate full sun, although partial shade is recom-

mended in the hottest areas. 

Watering: Water your Surinam Cherry generously 

in summer, and less in winter. This Bonsai does not 

like variations in watering, preferring consistently 

slight moisture to being soaked and allowed to dry 

out as it will tend to drop leaves if the soil dries. 

Eugenia needs humidity, so misting and keeping 

your Bonsai on a humidity tray can be beneficial; to 

do this, keep your Bonsai pots elevated on pebbles 

ensuring that the roots do not sit in water which 

will prevent root rot while offering increased hu-

midity. Use distilled/rain water if your water is 

hard, as Eugenia does not tolerate salt or chlorine.  

Fertilizing: Fertilize your Surinam Cherry Every 2 

weeks during heavy growth and every 4-5 in win-

ter. This Bonsai likes a slightly acid soil, so the occa-

sional use of Mir-acid is recommended.  

Pruning / Training: The Surinam Cherry grows up 

to 8 meters in the wild and is a vigorous grower. 

For this reason, it Can and should be pruned back 

hard, offering the beginning Bonsai grower oppor-

tunities to practice their craft. Shorten new shoots 

The Surinam Cherry  

(Eugenia uniflora)  

General Information: Surinam Cherry (Eugenia 

uniflora) is highly recommended for outdoor 

tropical bonsai.  It has a long life and is relatively 

easy to grow. It is botanically related to Jaboticaba 

or Brazilian Grape and Australian Brush Cherry. 

These two other Eugenias are also recommended 

for growing outdoors in the tropics.  All three have 

flowers and fruit to add to their appeal.  

The Surinam Cherry is native to tropical America. 

Known as Pitanga throughout Brazil, it is naturally 

a large shrub or small tree with a conical form, 

growing slowly to 8 meters in height. The Surinam 

Cherry is often used in gardens as a hedge or 

screen in the southern U.S. The fruit is high in Vi-

tamin C, and its predominant food use is as a fla-

voring and base for jams and jellies. The attractive 

foliage, flowers, and berries help make Eugenia a 

popular landscape choice in warm climate areas, 

such as California, Florida, and Hawaii and are also 

reasons for its popularity as a Bonsai. 

The Surinam Cherry is a sub-tropical evergreen 

featuring striking red flaking bark, with small, 

glossy, firm, dark green ovate leaves formed in 

pairs. New leaves will be copper colored. In spring, 

it may bear small, fragrant, white flowers followed 

by red, edible fruit that are up to 2 cm in diame-

ter. The taste of the Surinam Cherry ranges from 

sweet to sour; depending on the level of ripeness 

(the darker red to black range is quite sweet, 

while the green to orange range is strikingly tart. 

 

Tap water contains chlorine, metals and minerals 

that will harm your bonsai over time, so be sure to 

provide rain water or distilled water. As a point of 

interest, this tropical "cherry" has round red and 

yellow fruits, which can be used in preserves and 

sherberts. The fruit of the Surinam Cherry have 

been reported as having medicinal value for sev-

with 6-8 pairs of leaves to 1-2 pairs. This Bonsai 

can be carefully wired during the growing season 

on its lignified branches, but better shaping results 

will be achieved with simple pruning. If wiring is 

preferred, be sure to protect the branches, as they 

scar easily.  

Insects / Pests: The Surinam Cherry is prone to 

Scale, mealy bug, Caribbean fruit fly, aphids, and 

red spider. An effective remedy to take control of 

many insect pests is to make a diluted soap and 

water solution. Spray the leaves until the solution 

runs off, gently wipe leaves with a soft sponge, 

rinsing after each pass to ensure aphid removal. 

Take a final rinse with pure water and keep your 

eyes peeled in the days following for further at-

tacks! Mealy Bugs are white and found in masses 

along the leaves where they tend to hide them-

selves along protected areas of the plant. A good 

home remedy for dealing with mealy bugs is wipe 

them off by hand and spray your Bonsai with 

Neem Oil. No diseases are of major concern, but it 

may drop leaves if watering is inconsistent. Keep 

in mind that the Surinam Cherry is not salt or chlo-

rine tolerant.  

Among diseases encountered in Florida are leaf 

spot caused by Cercospora eugeniae, Helmin-

thosporium sp., and Phyllostica eugeniae; thread 

blight from infection by Corticium stevensii; an-

thracnose from Colletotrichum gloeosporioides; 

twig dieback and root rot caused by Rhizoctonia 

solani; and mushroom root rot, Armillariella 

(Clitocybe) tabescens. 

Propagation: Propagate with cuttings in summer 

or seeds in fall. Seeds are the usual means of 

propagation. They remain viable for not much 

longer than a month and germinate in 3 to 4 

weeks. Volunteer seedlings can be taken up and 

successfully transplanted. The seeds are extremely 

resinous and should not be eaten. Diarrhea has 

occurred in dogs that have been fed the whole 

fruits by children. Ripe cuttings should be col-

lected with a sharp pair of scissors.  


